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The search for the best examples of British parking excellence has begun in a swirl of skirts and a flurry of feathers as Can-Can dancers mingled with parking managers, consultants and debt management companies at the 2008 British Parking Awards launch party at the Royal Opera House last night.

See our gallery of ‘Moulin Rouge’ photos above.

In the year when parking attendants are due to be renamed ‘civil enforcement officers’ (by their colleagues, at least!), the best talent in the industry will stride onto the podium to receive gongs for customer service, marketing, training and even ‘joined-up thinking’ when the awards are presented at London’s Dorchester Hotel on 7 March.  

Organised by Parking Review and Landor Conferences, sponsored by Equita and supported by the British Parking Association, the British Parking Awards are regarded as the foremost event in the UK parking calendar, with each year’s winners announced by high profile hosts who have included The One Show’s Adrian Chiles (2007), Sanjeev Bhaskar of The Kumars at No. 42 (2006) and Top Gear’s Richard Hammond (2005). 
Now in their seventh year, the awards have always attracted fierce competition from local authorities, architects, airports, hospitals, shopping centres and transport consultants all vying to be the best in the business and 2008 will be no exception.

Last year’s Overall Winner prize went to London Borough of Wandsworth for its success in fighting Blue (disabled) Badge fraud, while the Best New Car Park trophy was won by Q-Park for its Cedars Car Park at Taunton Hospital.  Sandwell Council’s ‘one-woman dynamo’ Anjna Patel won Parking Person of the Year.

There is no charge for entries made via www.britishparkingawards.co.uk or by completing the entry form in Parking Review magazine.  Closing date for entries is 14 December 2007 and a shortlist will be announced in the February issue of Parking Review.  A panel of independent experts drawn from the parking industry will judge the entries.  The winners will be announced by a celebrity speaker during the awards lunch at the Dorchester Hotel on 7 March 2008.

“The British Parking Awards are all about excellence in parking throughout the industry,” explains Mark Moran, Parking Review managing editor and chair of the judging panel.  “Last year’s competition attracted a very high level of entries, and broke all previous attendance records at the awards lunch.  Above all, the British Parking Awards celebrate the human aspects of parking and we have introduced some new categories this year to reward an even wider range of participants.”

ENDS

Information for Editors:

This year there are 13 British Parking Awards categories:

Best New Car Park

Best Refurbishment 
The Enforcement Award – sponsored by The Enforcers
Effective Management of Off-street Parking  - sponsored by Park Mark
Joined-Up Thinking – The Innovation Award

Parking Person of the Year Off-street Parking Team of the Year

Off-street Parking Team of the Year

Enforcement Team of the Year

Back-office Parking Team of the Year

Exceptional Customer Service Award

The Training Award  - sponsored by Alpha Parking
The Marketing Award  

The Overall Winners Award will be presented by Equita, the event’s main sponsor, to the individual category winner representing the most outstanding achievement in the UK parking industry during the past year.  Further sponsors will be announced in the run up to the awards ceremony in March.

The British Parking Awards are organised by Parking Review and Landor Conferences, sponsored by Equita and supported by the British Parking Association. 

Launched in 1989, Parking Review is written for public and private sector parking managers, enforcement contractors, car park designers and builders, highway planners, police forces, transport consultants, parking system suppliers and specialists.  The monthly journal now has 6,000 readers.

Landor Conferences is a major division of Landor Publishing, a publishing company responsible for the magazines Cinema Business, Local Transport Today, Transit and Parking Review.  The company currently runs around 30 events a year, including seminars, conferences, exhibitions and award ceremonies.

Equita Limited is a leading provider of collection and enforcement services to local authorities operating decriminalised parking.  Based in Northampton, Equita offers a nationwide service through its infrastructure of local offices in London, Birmingham, Liverpool and Manchester.

For further information please contact:


Media Enquiries
Catherine Dekker

press@britishparkingawards.co.uk
Entry Enquiries
Chantell McNeish

0845 270 7867

entries@britishparkingawards.co.uk
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